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same species had a common parentage. There
could not have been any intermediate links lost
out of the chain, for it is an absurdity to suppose
that the fossil remains of two independent animal
creations could coexist in the same strata, having
the same anatomical structure, and yet have no
relation in the same line of succession. To sup-
pose that one became extinct in an age millions
of years before the other existed and yet the
remains of both be found in the same strata, is
a wonderful premise for as wonderful a con-
clusion. The megatherium was a huge crea-
ture, now extinct, but faintly represented by our
sloth. The frog of our waters is the small end of
a noble ancestry, the squatting individual of which
rivalled in size the bulk of a recumbent ox, and has
little place in human regard, except among the
French, who doubtless regret the sad degeneracy ;
but yet he is a living, leaping argument that the
huge animal and the small both belong to the
same batrachian order, though to different periods
of the same earth. From a large and varied ex-
amination, Agassiz says: "These facts furnish as
direct evidence as we can obtain, in any branches
of physical inquiry, that some, at least, of the
species of animals now existing have been in exist-
ence over thirty thousand years, and have not un-
dergone the slightest change during the whole of
that period." All similar opinions are equally valu-
able, because proceeding from naturalists equally
honored; but equally valueless, because all drawn
from the same source in the strata, and all alike
contradictious to the Mosaic cosmogony.